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his well-known jester and boon companion Aboo-Nowas. 'Abd-
Allah, who, like all Arabs, relished nothing so much as a story
of kings and caliphs, eagerly enquired what the tale might be.
So I informed him that the celebrated caliph had a bad habit of
sitting up very late, and that he used to keep Aboo-Nowas for
companion of his vigils at hours when the latter would willingly
have been at rest. One night Haroon was talking at a great
pace, and Aboo-Nowas remained silent as though wrapped in
thought. " What are you thinking about ? " asked the caliph.
<e Of nothing," answered Aboo-Nowas, and relapsed into silence.
A second time the same question was put, and met with the same
reply. But on a third interrogation Aboo-Nowas raised his
head, looked the majesty of Bagdad hard in the face, and said,
" I am thinking of this " (the Arab word is, I regret to say, that
most " unpl easing to a married ear," we will render it by) " brute,
who will neither go himself to bed nor let me go."'

'Abd-Allah stared, and hesitated a moment between anger and
laughter. At last the latter prevailed. " You are at liberty,"
said he, and I took my leave.

By this time he was ripe for serious displeasure, and the
Kadee "Abd-el-Lateef, as I was afterwards informed, with some
others of like strain, took the opportunity of putting his sus-
picions on the alert. The first intimation that we received was
curious enough.

For a foreigner to enter Eiad is not always easy, but to get
away from it is harder still; Eeynard himself would have been
justly shy of venturing on this royal cave. There exist in the
capital of Nejed two approved means of barring the exit against
those on whom mistrust may have fallen. The first and readiest
is that of which it has been emphatically said, Stone-da til liatk
no fellow. But should circumstances render the bonds of death
inexpedient, the bonds of Hymen and a Riad establishment
may and occasionally do supply their office. By this latter
proceeding, the more amiable of the two, 'Abd-Allah resolved
to enchain us.

Accordingly, one morning arrived at our dwelling an. attend-
ant of the palace, with a smiling face, presage of some good in
reserve, and many fair speeches. After enquiries about our
health, comfort, well-being, &c., he added that 'Abd-Alhih
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